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less than 13 to the square mile. Argentina, Uru-
guay, and Chile account for almost another quarter.
Yet their combined population is only slightly more
than that of Mexico in the northern continent.
Nor is the nature of this population uniform.
Argentina, Uruguay, and Costa Rica are almost
exclusively peopled by whites. In Brazil, the true
melting-pot of the western hemisphere, half the
population is white, but Indians predominate in
the interior, mestizos1 in the north, and the negro
element is strong in Bahia. In Bolivia and Peru,
though a small white minority holds the reins of
power, the mass of the people is Indian; and
elsewhere, in these mainland countries, the native
Indian blood, either pure or in varying degrees of
admixture, forms the basis of the population. Even
in modern Mexico more than fifty Indian languages
are spoken.
When the Spaniards came to the New World
they found between the great plateau of Mexico
and the highlands of Peru native civilizations of
extraordinary interest and relatively high com-
plexity. But Aztecs, Chibchas, and Incas, still less
the more backward tribes of Indians, were no
match for the white man with his guns and armour.
In southern Chile, indeed, the mettlesome Arau-
canians were to preserve their independence till late
in the nineteenth century. But, for the most part,
there was little serious resistance to the conquista-
dores, and, after the first brutal onslaughts of the
conquest, the Spaniards were concerned, not with
the extermination, but with the conversion and the
exploitation of the Indian. Immigration to the
colonies was restricted and controlled. The Indian
1 The term 'mestizo*, in its original sense, denotes a cross
between white and Indian blood.